
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

support and celebrate what each boy achieved, 
is something we cherish. Proceeds from the 
evening went to raising awareness of mental 
health and more information can be found here. 

 
A real highlight for me this term was the Art and 
Dance Splash evenings. Seeing an ‘all-boys 
dance troop’ among other predominantly girl 
groups, made me proud.  

The boys absolutely loved performing on stage 
and relished the time working across the year 
groups, showing camaraderie and 
demonstrating utmost respect to each other in 
the risk taking that was going on for some - who 
were a little out of their comfort zone.  
Well done boys. 

 

Dear All, Kia Ora Tatōu, 

As Term 3 ends, we look back and can be 
proud of what we are as a school. We have 
seen the celebration of all on offer at 
Wellesley with a focus on the arts, success 
at winter sports, environmental 
programmes, language weeks, insights on 
boys in this day and age, well-being and 
service - all while maintaining academic 
progress in the classroom. Below is just a 
snapshot of some of the highlights. 

Risk taking in learning 

Thank you to all that attended the 
Artbourne Artist in Residence and Student 
‘Create for a Cause’ exhibition on Tuesday 
24th September. It was an honour having 
our 2019 artist in residence, Natchez 
Hudson, work his magic with our boys in 
tow preparing for the exhibition. Seeing an 
artist of his calibre, who can sit beside the 
boys, talk, create and show the pathway of 
an artist, is inspiring. Programmes like 
these offer our boys access to their 
creative side and give opportunities to risk 
take in their learning.  
  
To then see our families come together to   

 

https://events.mentalhealth.org.nz/fundraisers/WellesleyARTBOURNE2019
https://events.mentalhealth.org.nz/fundraisers/WellesleyARTBOURNE2019


 

Striving to be good 

We have continued our focus on well-being and 
teaching resilience. We constantly find ways to 
remind the boys to always strive to be good 
people, and keep good mental health at the 
forefront. Having renowned psychologist, 
Kathryn Berkett, present to our parents last 
term, we followed up with Richie Hardcore, an 
ambassador for White Ribbon, kickboxer, and 
all-round nice guy speak to both our boys and 
parents this term. Richie spoke about what it 
means to be a boy living in today’s world - and 
the responsibility that comes with that. At 
Wellesley, we see it as an important part of our 
duty to share valuable insights with you, 
because we are in this together - raising 
wonderful young men. 

Respect and Empathy at Wellesley 

Another favourite moment of the term has to be 
Grandparents and Special Friends Day. Having 
our extended family join us on what was a 
beautiful Spring day in the Bay was a heart-
warming way to end the term. We want our 
boys to understand the value of ‘family’ in the 
broadest sense, and to show respect to those 
around them. The boys love to show our guests 

around and share what they do at Wellesley. 
Thank you to all who attended, helped, 
organised or just added to our special day.  

Term 4 

I look forward to catching up with you at our PA 
and Board of Trustee Parent Drinks in the City 
on October 23rd, a chance to relax and chat. 
Until then, I wish you all a continued safe and 
happy Spring break and the staff and I will be 
refreshed and ready to continue giving your 
boys every opportunity - academically, 
physically, socially, emotionally and spiritually - 
to discover their personal passions and 
strengths and discover their best. 

As always, if you wish to chat with me at any 
time, just email or call me. And don’t forget to 
check our new Wellesley website  for 
information and news and of course our vibrant 
Facebook to keep up to date with our events and 
what happens on the beautiful Wellesley 
campus set between the bush and the sea.  

Nga mihi nui 

 
Brendan  

https://www.wellesley.school.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/wellesleycollegenz/


 

Key Dates 
 

 

Wellesley Parents’ Association 
(WPA) 

It has been another busy term out in the Bay and 
the Wellesley Parents’ Association (WPA) has 
been working hard behind the scenes.  We’ve 
been involved in the finale of Art Week at the 
ARTBOURNE Residency and Student Art 
Exhibition by providing ‘parent-power’ to set up 
and display the artwork, as well as hosting 
Wellesley families celebrating a wonderful 
week of creativity by students and staff.  

 
The committee also provided support with 
serving and catering for a very successful 2019 
Grandparents’ Day. This is a highlight in the 
school calendar and a wonderful opportunity 
for the WPA to be involved and see the boys so 
proudly share their school with Grandparents 
and special guests. 

 

A date for the much anticipated new event, 
HOUSE DAY, is still to be confirmed. It will be a 
great celebration of house spirit and rivalry. We 
look forward to sharing our ideas with you next 
term. Watch this space! 

We extend an invitation to the school 
community to join us for a casual drink at the 
beginning of next term. An opportunity for 
parents to catch up with the WPA, 
Brendan Pitman and Board members. Pencil 
this date into your diary - Wednesday 23 
October from 5.30pm at Dillinger’s, Midland 
Park. 

Recently, we have been investigating building a 
new sandpit that both junior and senior boys 
can share. The current sandpit has been a 
popular place at lunch times but unfortunately 
some keen excavation by the boys has meant it 



 

had to be closed down. The WPA are fully 
supportive of a new sandpit and have offered to 
help fund the construction.   

We are still very keen for new parents to join the 
WPA. Most of the current WPA have boys in 
their last year or two of school so it’s vital new 
members join the group soon. If you’re 
interested or want to know more about what’s 
involved (it’s minimal!) please email 
cillab1975@gmail.com. 

 
Term 3 Citizenship Awards  
 
Each term, the boys in the school anonymously 
vote for two boys in their class, whom they 
respect the most for their integrity and caring 
behaviour towards their classmates. 

This award links directly to our Values, 
particularly Respect and Empathy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year Name 

Year 1 Dylan Zhang and Heath Fryer 
  

Year 2 Monty Main and Ethan Qin 
  

Year 3 Triston O’Leary and Toby Clancy 
  

Year 4A Felix Butler and Sam Cathie 
  

Year 4H Mike King & Aedan Andrews 
 

Year 5F Ahmed Hyder & Ben Witty 
 

Year 5R Ravi Bernau and Jack Francis 
 

Year 6O James Dawson and Eilaan Rasheed 
 

Year 6P TBA 
  

Year 7E Josh Allen, Will Bassett and Tom Evison 
 

Year 7G Henry O'Brien and Jonathan Weir 

Year 7H Oscar Wimmers and Sam Menzies 
 

Year 7/8B Charlie Jackson and Harris Dickinson 
 

Year 7/8T Max MacLachlan and Baxter Langford 
  

Year 8M Sam Edmonds and George Knight 
  

Year 8R Callum Hodges and Eamon Smith 
 



 

Years 1-4 Highlights 

What an incredibly busy and fun-filled term we 
have all had in the Junior Syndicate. Our boys 
spent lot of time learning about our inquiry 
topic, Collections and Connections. As part of 
this, we had a range of engaging lessons and 
activities happening. Not only have the boys 
been learning about the Collections and 
Connections in class by looking at family trees 
and a range of different collections, they have 
also taken part in learning experiences that go 
beyond their classroom.  

 

All Year 1-4 boys took part in an excursion to the 
Dowse Art Museum where they created their 
own puppet art work. It was also a great time to 
look at their amazing art collections. The boys 
particularly loved the artworks of local artist 
Guy Ngan. 

Each of our boys also took part in Art Week. The 
theme for this was also Collections and 
Connections. Together, all the teachers offered a 
range of amazing options for our boys to choose 
from. They all loved having the opportunity to 
spend time creating very impressive artworks, 
and engaging with different boys and teachers. 
The success of this initiative was clear to see by 
the great turnout we had at the art evening 
exhibition. Not only was it great to see how 
proud our boys were of their pieces, but how 
proud their whanau was of them too. 

Another huge highlight for our boys was 
Grandparents Day. They absolutely loved 

having their grandparents come to school and 
show them their classrooms, school work and 
take them around the school. It was great to 
read some of the lovely stories our boys had 



 

written about experiences they have had with 
their grandparents.  

What was very evident in these stories was the 
love our boys have for their grandparents, and 
the love they have for our boys. 

There were so many other highlights for our 
syndicate too. Some of these included helping 
run their class Chapel Service, making a 
morning tea for another school as part learning 
around Health and Well-Being, learning about 
electricity in STEM and making scribblebots, as 
can be seen in the photo below. 

As you can see it was an amazing and busy term, 
the boys and teachers all deserve a well-earned 
break! 

Gavin Hughes – Syndicate Leader 

 

Years 5 and 6 Highlights  
  
We certainly had another action-packed term in 
Year 5 and 6.  We jumped, skipped and danced 
our way straight into Term 3.  

The boys had a dance workshop with Pump 
Dance, in our first week of the term, to help 
prepare them for Artsplash Dance later in the 
term. The boys were challenged, some taken out 
of their comfort zones, but they worked hard 
and persevered. We were certainly very proud 
of them, as they performed their dance on stage 
at the Michael Fowler Centre.  

 

We all enjoy getting stuck into a good book, and 
we certainly encourage the boys to read. This 
term we celebrated NZ Book Week with a Book 
Fair, Book Week activities, Book Character Day 
and enjoyed a performance from NZ Playhouse 
called ‘Treasure Hunt’. Fun was had by all 
involved and it was a great opportunity for the 
boys to buy books that interested them from our 
Book Fair. 



 

Our ‘Book Tasting’ activity is always popular, 
not only do we feed the mind but the stomach 
too.   

Part of our Wellbeing program in the Middle 
School, is raising funds for our Sponsorship 
Child, Bidan who lives in Kenya. During the July 
holidays, the boys did extra chores around the 
house to raise money for Bidan. We received a 
letter from Bidan this term, thanking us for 
sponsoring him.  

 

In week 6, the whole school had an opportunity 
to take part in Art Week. The students chose an 

art activity and spent three days creating, 
painting, sculpting or drawing a piece of art. 
Their art was displayed in the hall and parents 
and family could come and view it. It was 
wonderful to see our students so engaged in the 
arts. They were certainly very proud of their 
work as were their teachers.  

 

We ended off this term with Grandparents’ Day 
and what a wonderful day it was. The boys 
enjoyed showing our special guests around the 
school and introducing them to their classroom 
teachers.  

We love meeting the special people in our 
student’s lives. The bond between grandparent 
and grandson is very special.  

Chevon O’Leary – Syndicate Leader 

 



 

Years 7 and 8 Highlights   
 
As the Year 7/8 syndicate continue their 
juggernaut journey through 2019, it has become 
clear just how much ground these Year 7/8 boys 
cover.   

The second and third terms have seen action a 
plenty.  This has included boys entering 
external competitions such as Literature Quiz, 
Mathswell, Hutt STEMM Challenge, Tournament 
of Minds, and ICAS exams.  We have had 
performing Arts opportunities galore with our 
school orchestra watching the NZSO live in 
concert, several visiting group performances, 
the return of a (seemingly ageless) Wellesley 
favourite storyteller, Zeebong, and the choir 
was very active with a choir camp at The 
Silverstream Retreat.   There have been several 
choir exchanges with other schools (and a trip 
to Auckland for an exchange is scheduled for 
Week 1 of the 4th term).   

Terms 2 and 3 have seen a full to bursting sports 
exchange fixture list(both home and away) 

which culminated in our winter first teams 
enjoying a South Island sports exchange with 
three schools in and around Christchurch.   

Our basketball, waterpolo and underwater 
hockey teams continue to compete outside of 
school hours and the boys have all had a chance 
to enter in-house table tennis,  badminton, or 
tennis tournaments.   

We have had visits from the Life Education 
truck (drugs and alcohol), the nurses for 
immunisations and vision testing, and White 
Ribbon Ambassador, Richie Hardcore, who gave 
the boys a mesmerising talk on masculinity.   

Our Art extension group has been quietly 
tinkering away with their individual projects 



 

and were lucky enough to visit the Flox Art 
workshop in Wellington.  And, of course, the 
senior boys played their part in our recent Art 
Week and continue their work with their 
Service Awards.   

Many of our boys have been going quietly about 
their business of being a chapel leader, house 
captain, helping out at one of our Discovery 
Days, or as part of the school council.   

The Year 8 boys have made the most of the 
opportunities to connect with their junior 
buddies and, lastly, all senior boys had their last 
dance of the year with QMC and Marsden 
towards the end of Term 3.   

There is plenty still to come…these boys are just 
warming up for Term 4. 

Andrew Tait – Syndicate Leader 

Term 3 French 

French entered the Year 1-4 classrooms for the 
first time this term and the boys have all 

responded enthusiastically to learning a new 
language and a new culture. We began with 
basic introductions and "travelled" to Paris to 
see the sights and test out our French whilst 
buying an ice cream.  

We have looked at all the different countries 
around the world where French is spoken and 
the boys have shared their travel experiences to 
help us gain an understanding of why it is 
important to learn other languages.  

We have learnt numbers, talked about how we 
are feeling and mastered a couple of songs. A 
real treat for me was to combine my love of 
rugby with the French language, when we learnt 
how to say all the participating Rugby World 
Cup countries in French and listened to the 
French national anthem. We'll revisit this in 
Term 4 when the final stages of the Cup are 
being played out! Bon travail tout le monde! 

Susannah Black – French Teacher 
 

STEM News  
   
This term has seen a real mixed bag of activities 
across the school in STEM.  Our Junior classes 
investigated properties of materials, learning to 
make observations and using new 
vocabulary.  They tested materials to see which 
one would make the best raincoat, they 
squashed and squeezed dough and gloop and 
they learnt how to describe an object by touch.  
  
Years 3 and 4 thoroughly enjoyed investigating 
electricity and circuits and discovering how to 
connect a circuit using multiple wires, batteries 
and bulbs.  Using a motor and a battery, they 
created Scibblebots, a simple robot that vibrates 



 

and draws patterns.  It was lots of fun and great 
to see the boy’s persistence and risk taking 
when trying to make it work.  
  
The Year 5 and 6 classes focussed on coding and 
programming.  Using our mBot robots, boys 
learnt how to programme their robot to conduct 
a variety of tasks.   The senior syndicate also 
spent their STEM sessions programming the 
Lego EV3 robots.  The highlight for them was 
obviously the Pit of Doom, a chance to 
programme their robot to be the last robot 
standing in the battle pit!  

Across the school, it’s been exciting to watch our 
Enviroschool groups grow.  The junior school 

harvested their first winter food crop and the 
middle school have started to implement new 
recycling initiatives.   
 
The Penguin Patrol continues to regularly visit 
the nearby penguin colony, helping to monitor 
the new chicks and parents.   
 

The lunchtime Lego Robotics group has given 
some students a chance to build incredible 
inventions using lego and they have thoroughly 
enjoyed the opportunity to have the time just to 
learn through play.   
 
During Term 3 the Wellesley Code Club officially 
started, part of Code Club Aotearoa.  We have a 
range of abilities from boys learning how to use 
Scratch to those who are designing webpages 
and discovering python.   
 
We were also very fortunate to have a Wellesley 
parent organise a vet to come in and take 7G 
through the process of dissecting a cow’s 
eyeball.  Once they were over the gross factor, it 
was thoroughly interesting and the quality of 
questions that the boys had showed how 
engaged and fascinated they were.  Thank you 



 

Emma and John!   Going by the number of 
students who have asked if their class can do 
something similar, next term we will have to try 
and get a few more experts in to share their 
expertise.  Please let me know if you would be 
happy to come in and share something with a 
class or two.  
 
Jo Fox - STEM Teacher  

   

Wellesley in the Arts  

 
As this term draws to a close, we can sit back 
and reflect on what a wonderful term it has been 
for Wellesley in the Arts. Wellesley prides itself 
on creating opportunities in the Arts for all of 

our young men.   

The Visual Arts have particularly shone this 
term, where we’ve had the opportunity to 
celebrate the making and creating of art. Our Art 
Week Programme, and our Residency and 
Student Art Exhibition were real highlights 
(more about them below), and I cannot convey 
in words how proud I was of all of the boys and 
 teachers for taking risks and diving into the 
process of art-making and creativity. The 
results were simply simply outstanding.  

As with any events like these, it is always a team 
effort and I’d like to acknowledge the following 
people for their personal support and help: our 
Art Week and Exhibition parent helpers 
including the Wellesley Parents Association, all 
of my colleagues, especially Rosie Torbit, 
Carolyn Currington, Anna Perrins and Kate Cole. 
In particular, I’d like to acknowledge Natchez 
Hudson (our Artist in Residence), for his 
generosity, humility and willingness to share 
his process and his art with us, and for also 
showing us that you don’t have to be dead to be 
a successful artist - that being an artist IS a 
possible career pathway for many of us!  

 
Thank you to Brendan Pitman for his 
unwavering support of what I do in the Arts, and 
lastly, I’d like to thank the boys - they are why 
we are here. They inspire us as teachers every 
day, and their willingness to get involved and 
take a risk is what we love to see. Keep on doing 
it, keep on noticing, keep on questioning, keep 
on wondering, and keep on creating. The world 
needs you to be artists! 

Glen Jorna - Head of the Arts - Visual Art Teacher 

 

 



 

“Create for a Cause” Student ARTWEEK  

Every boy who attends Wellesley has the 
opportunity to be an artist. 2 weeks ago, during 
our “Create for A Cause” Student ARTWEEK, we 
had around 300 + student artists and teachers 
engaged in a creative project with the theme of 
“Collections and Connections”. All of our 
teachers designed an activity relating to this 
theme which resulted in 19 different styles of 
art activities, ranging from installation to 
carving, assemblage to print-making, collage to 
weaving.  
 
The junior boys worked with the older boys 
which was very special for both - the result are 
these wonderful masterpieces that we saw on 
the night.  

 
Prior to ARTWEEK, we had our very talented 
but also very humble Artist in Residence Nat 
Hudson undertake his 3 week residency.  
 
We all had the privilege of witnessing him in the 
art room studio, in his very mindful flow, 
utilising the local environment, to create these 
very intricate and incredibly beautiful 
paintings. His process was calm, considered and 
captivating to watch.   

Nat has had quite a long and illustrious career, 
spanning 20+ years.  He had his first exhibition 
in 1999 in Auckland, from there he has gone 
onto bigger and better things, exhibiting his 
work in galleries all around the world, including 
Switzerland, Seattle and London. He currently 
exhibits his work at Bowen Gallery in 
Wellington, and has a permanent installation at 
Pataka art museum in Porirua.  

ARTBOURNE: Residency and Student Art 
Exhibition  

The visual icing on the cake for the term was 
Artbourne - Residency and Student Art 
Exhibition, held in the Centennial Hall, which 
was transformed into a professional looking 
gallery. All of our boys displayed their 
masterpieces created during Art Week on 
professional panelling, alongside our Artist in 
Residence Natchez Hudson.   
 
We also featured the incredible artworks from 
the Year 8 Art Extension class, as well as the 

ducks from the “Pimp My Duck” competition. 
One particular colourful highlight was our very 



 

first whole-school collaborative artwork 
entitled “What Makes Wellesley Special”, in 
which each student and staff member was a 
huge success! Everybody who attended, had an 
opportunity to stop, look, and appreciate 
beautiful art - Nat’s amazing art, as well as all of 
the boys’ art.   
 
Nat’s works were priced, with a percentage of 
his sales going towards Wellesley scholarships. 
All of the boys’ works were also available to 
purchase by donation, with proceeds going to 
The Mental Health Foundation. Over $2300 was 
raised for this charity - an organisation that 
supports people with anxiety and depression. 
“Create for a Cause” was an outstanding 
initiative for Art Week, and a fantastic result for 
The Mental Health Foundation.  Donations to 
this Mental Health Foundation Fundraising 
page are still welcome.  
 
Thank our partners - The Wellesley College 
Foundation, Pub Charity, ANZ Bank, Matahiwi 
Estate Wines, Bhakti Mistry Bayleys Real Estate, 
Exhibition Hire Services and the Mental Health 
Foundation. 

Orchestra  
 
The orchestra is a talented group of individuals 
who have come together every Friday after 
school during terms 2 and 3, to enjoy and learn 
about playing and performing as a group. It’s 
been a real pleasure working with such a 
motivated group and watching them grow over 
the last two terms.  

After just over one term of weekly rehearsals, 
and with some of the most difficult pieces we 
have chosen in recent years, we set the bar high 

by aiming to perform for the first time in public 
at the Wellington Bands and Orchestra Festival 
held over 3 days, at Wellington College.  

The boys were the youngest group performing 
and really rose to the occasion. They were the 
only band to get a big cheer from the audience 
on the afternoon they played! It was a fantastic 
culmination of their work so far, and an 
opportunity for them to be immersed in music 
and see a window into what the future could 
hold for them.  

It was also quite special to be greeted at the 
door by ex Wellesley Orchestra boys now 
attending Wellington College and involved in 

https://events.mentalhealth.org.nz/fundraisers/WellesleyARTBOURNE2019/wellesley-residency---student-art-exhibition---create-for-a-cause--
https://events.mentalhealth.org.nz/fundraisers/WellesleyARTBOURNE2019/wellesley-residency---student-art-exhibition---create-for-a-cause--


 

music there.  More recently the orchestra also 
performed at the Wellesley Itinerant Music 
Teachers’ concert, and Grandparents and 
Friends Day which is always a special highlight 
for all. Many thanks for the support from 
parents, and last but not least to our talented 
conductor and woodwind tutor Andre Paris. 

Mary-Anne Morgan (Orchestra manager and 
accompanist) 

Itinerant Teacher’s Music Concert  

This annual concert was once again very well 
attended, and we were treated to a huge variety 
of group and individual performances from 
many of the boys who receive private lessons 
from their music teachers and have reached a 
high standard. We are very lucky to have such 
talented teachers who work with our boys 
every week, tailoring individual programmes 
and providing them with new challenges as well 
as teaching them new skills. In these lessons, 
our boys take a risk and become vulnerable as 
they learn a new piece or technique with their 
teacher. They learn motivation, determination 
and perseverance, as well as develop creativity, 
sensitivity and an appreciation of beauty, which 
all brings joy and satisfaction. Congratulations 
to all boys who performed and thank you for 
sharing your talents. Well done! 

Mary-Anne Morgan (Manager Itinerant Music 
Teachers) 

Wellesley Strings Trio  

Earlier this year, our generous and talented 
piano tutor Sonia Green decided to make her 

time freely available to provide an opportunity 
for three boys to really shine, thus forming the 
Wellesley Strings Trio.  Their aim was to learn 
all three movements of Haydn’s string Trio in F 
by the end of the year. In addition to meeting 
every week with Sonia, Tom Davey (violin), 
Troy Johnson (violin) and Sebastian Green 
(cello) have had three one hour masterclasses 
with NZSO cellist Roger Brown, won second 
place in the Open Age Ensemble class at the Hutt 
Valley Performing Arts competitions earlier in 
the year and also had the opportunity to 
perform at the Itinerant’s Concert, 
Grandparents and Friends Day and various 
school occasions. They have brought joy to 
residents at Shona McFarlane retirement 
village. The boys are well on their way to 
reaching their goal and we look forward to 
hearing all three movements of the trio next 
term. 

The Bay Boys  
 
This term has been very busy for The Bay Boys 
as we have hosted two exchanges with choirs 
from schools around the North Island. In week 
one we had the choir from Hereworth in the 
Hawkes Bay come to perform for us and we 



 

joined them to sing Alone in the Universe. It is 
always wonderful to share music with other  
schools and for the boys to hear what others are 
doing.  
 
This was followed by the stunning Kings School 
Chapel Choir joining us in week 4. They are a 
highly polished group who truly inspired our 
boys to sing the best they could. We joined them 
for a beautiful rendition of Leonard Cohen’s 
Hallelujah. 

 
 
The term finished with the boys performing 
beautifully at Grandparent’s Day a challenging 
medley arrange of Swing Low Sweet Chariot 
and Oh When The Saints called Swingin’ with 
the Saints. I know the boys felt very proud of 
their performance (as did I) as it has taken all 
year to learn it.  
 

Finally, the most exciting part of the year is 
about to happen at the beginning of next term. 
48 members of The Bay Boys will be travelling 
to Auckland on tour. They will be workshopping 
and performing with Diocesan School for Girls, 
Saint Kentigern’s, Dilworth and Kings.  
 
We are very lucky to have Kings host us and it 
will be an incredible time for the boys. They will 
really develop their performance skills as well 
as learn a lot by singing with others.   
 
This is an amazing opportunity for our choir 
boys and I thank Brendan and the parents for 
their HUGE support of this biannual event in the 
choir calendar.   
 
By Carolyn Currington (Choir Master) 

 
Kotare Voices  
 
The Kotare Voices choir continues to grow in 
strength and the boys are developing a beautiful 
sound together. They have been working hard 
this term to prepare for their first big 
performance at Grandparent’s day. The song 
they sang was called Always Sing Your Song 
which was very appropriate.   
 
Here are the lyrics which the boys sang with 
true enthusiasm;  
 
We all have a melody that lives within our soul, 
A beautiful symphony to guide us as our life 
unfolds. 
 
Let this tune of happiness lead you on your way 
And may music be your sunlight when your skies 
are grey. 
  
Always sing your song, 



 

always lift your voice loud and strong! 
Keep a melody in your heart your whole life 
long, 
and always, always sing your song. 
  
Music has the power to fill the heart with joy 
And fill a life with hope that cannot be destroyed 
So whenever you feel like giving up, 
Find your inner melody and just be strong! 

 

The boys sang the best they ever have and I am 
sure they will remember that performance for 
a long time. Congratulations boys on such a 
great job! 
 
By Carolyn Currington (Choir Master) 

 
 
Artsplash and Dancesplash  

This Term all the boys from Year 3 to 6 were 
part of the Artsplash festival. The Year 3 and 4 
boys participated in the singing evening while 
the Year 5 and 6 boys performed in the dance 
evening. 
 
Artsplash Singing  

In their Performing Arts lessons this term the 
boys learnt to sing eight songs ranging from A 
Million Dreams (The Greatest Showman) to 
Seussical to Te Tarakihi. They worked hard to 
learn all the lyrics as well as choreography for 
Better When I’m Dancing and New Zealand sign 
language for No Place Like Home.  

 

Many boys were keen to audition to represent 
Wellesley in the solo parts and I was thrilled by 
the level of singing we have in these young boys! 

It was a VERY hard decision, so many boys could 
have performed these admirably. However, 
congratulations goes to Theo Jordan-Wise, 
Zachary Worthington, James Martin and Raffi 
Holden who all were confident performers in 
their solo roles.  

 

It was a wonderful evening filled with singing 
on the Michael Fowler Centre stage with 
hundreds of children from about 10 other 
schools. Memories in the making! Well Done 
boys! 

 
Dancesplash  

We are blessed to have the most amazingly 
talented teachers at our school and the teachers 
in the middle syndicate are no exception! I am 
extremely proud of the dances they created and 
developed with their boys.   
 
They started the process with Pump Dance 
coming in and teaching the boys the opening 
and ending to their dances and then they 
worked to create the centre section. I know 
many hours went into rehearsing with the boys 



 

and encouraging them to really push through to 
be the best they could be. It was a true lesson in 
perseverance and striving for personal best.  

 

Every single boys (and teacher) should be very 
proud of their final outcome and performance - 
I know I am. They were stunning! To watch 
them performing their dances on the Michael 
Fowler Centre stage is certainly a memory I 
know they will never forget. They were only all 
boys groups in our concert and they had a blast!  

 

Thank you Chevon, Angelique, Liza and Bryn for 
your time, energy and commitment to the 
performing arts! It is alive and well at Wellesley 
that is for sure!! 
 
By Carolyn Currington (Performing Arts 
Teacher) 

 

Sport and P.E. 

Term three was another busy term in PE and 
Sport for the Wellesley boys and provided more 
chances for our boys to enjoy being physically 
active. The weather has continued to be fine and 
students have been busy participating across a 
range of sports and pursuits. 

In PE, years 5-8 learning focus this term was in 
basketball, badminton and gymnastics, with 
some ultimate frisbee thrown into the mix on 
fine, still days.   

We were lucky enough to have Terry Stalworth 
from the Walter Nash Centre and Hutt Valley 
basketball, provide his expertise in basketball 
and at lunchtimes there were badminton 
tournaments for years 5-8. We also had Paul 
Grubi, come in and demonstrate Padder Tennis 
in PE, which will be offered as an extracurricular 
activity next term.  The team from playball 
continue to deliver their skill development 
program to our boys in Year 1-4 and we thank 
Luis Corrales for all his work with our younger 
boys. 

In sport, the term started with the Senior sport 
highlight, the South Island tour.  Members of the 
1st XV rugby and 1st XI football and hockey sides 
headed to Christchurch and managed a clean 
sweep of wins against St Andrews College.  The 
boys then had difficult fixtures against Waihi 
and Medbury on the Thursday and Friday but  

thoroughly enjoyed their time on tour.  Boys 
represented Wellesley excellently and showed 
some great skill and tenacity in the fixtures. 

The following week our Senior sides had a 
successful day, against Hadlow school from 



 

Masterton, with our 2nd XV sevens rugby sides, 
our 2nd XI football and 1st and 2nd XI Hockey 
teams all recording wins. 

Our final senior fixture for the winter season 
was against the old foe, Scots College.  Both the 
Hockey and Football 1st XI were defending the 
school trophies and both lost in tightly fought 
contests.  The 1st XV recorded a good win as did 
the 2nd, 3rd and 4th XI football sides, with Toby 
Dodd scoring 6 goals in a game. 

Our Colts were also busy this term, hosting our 
neighbours from Muritai and Scots College.  Our 
Colts rugby side had a tough game against a well 
drilled Muritai side and our Colts B side lost 2-1 
to the Muritai A football side from Year 5 and 6.  
Our Colts A football and hockey sides managed 
to record big wins and to tie the fixture 2-2.  The 
Colts side also hosted the colts sides from Scots 

later in the term and recorded 4 big wins in 7s 
rugby, Colts A and C football and in Colts 
Hockey. 

In Zone sports we had our swimmers produce 
some excellent results in the zone and interzone 
events. A special thankyou to those parents who 
helped with transport and timekeeping and 

especially to Janelle Harland who was the stroke 
judge at both events.  Our Softball team also 
participated in the LHPSSA zone softball event 
where they were able to win the event by 
beating St Bernards in the final.  

Extra-Curricular sports continued this term 
with many boys participating in waterpolo,  

badminton, fencing, basketball and under water 
hockey.  The waterpolo side has trained hard 
and showed good improvement throughout the 
term, which has been displayed in their games.   

Four Wellesley badminton teams have 
competed in the Hutt Valley badminton 
tournament, and the Wellesley Pigs team were 
able to finish a very credible second place in the 
Year 5/6 league.   

Our Fencing team continues to go from strength 
to strength and increase their knowledge and 
skills in the sport as well as compete in Hutt 
Valley competitions.    

The Under Water Hockey side had two mini 
tournaments this term and enjoyed learning 
about the game and playing against and with 
other schools.  



 

We had two teams represent Wellesley at the 
North Island Primary School Ski Champs held at 
Whakapapa in August.  Mrs Fitzsimmons helped 
manage the teams and although they only had 1 
and half days skiing, they enjoyed their time on 
the mountain and in the lodge, learning about 
Ski Racing. 

 

We also had several Wellesley boys head away 
to represent the school in cross country runs. 
Jack Edmonds ran in the AIMS games in the Bay 

of Plenty and Sam Gates, George Gray, Torben 
Fear and Oli Hercus all qualified to run in the 
inter-regional event, held at Hanmer Springs at 
the end of term. 

We look forward to summer sports starting 
again in Term 4 and to the school athletics days 
and Senior triathlon.   

Our Sports and Cultural photos will take place 
on the second Monday back and some 
information will be sent about what gear boys 
will need for their photos. 

It has been another very busy but rewarding 
term and I thank all the coaches, managers, 
supporters and administrators who made it all 
happen.  

A massive thankyou to those parents who have 
helped coach teams including Tony King, Sarah 
Hill, Matt Hayes, Andrew Cohen and Moira 
Hurst and to anyone else who has helped 
manage, officiate or transport boys.  Your help 
is instrumental in providing as many 
opportunities to our boys as possible. 

Jeremy Field – Head of Sport and P.E. 



  


