
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

their development. I have loved hearing boys 
talking about their examples of taking risks in 
learning, persevering and displaying respect 
and empathy. Of note during our recent Year 7 
West Coast Camp, I watched our boys in 
Westport and Greymouth honour the school 
through their behaviour, which was 
exemplary. During all our activities, in the 
public eye and in general, these boys shone 
and showed that they understand and respect 
the Wellesley values.  

This publication is to remember and celebrate 
the successes achieved by each syndicate this 
term.   However, one key aspect of the term 
that we must celebrate, is the successful 
change of bus company and the work done by 
our Senior Leadership Team, particularly 
Robert Cross and Steve Girvan to help achieve 
this.   We also enjoyed the parent attendance 
at our first   

¢Ţƴņ ƪƻǳǘƻǳ, 

What a spectacular Term 1.    Sport, The Arts, 
EOTC, STEM, Camps and many other 
fantastic events! I must congratulate all the 
boys, staff and parents on a wonderful and 
productive start to 2019. The 
commencement of this year has not been 
without its challenges. Staff have been 
engaging in new digital platforms and 
teachers using new strategies to personalise 
learning for our boys. It has been a whirlwind 
tour of excitement as we embark on a 
journey of thinking about how we teach our 
boys, continue to offer specialist subjects 
and enhance our common language in 
facilitating learning for each child. 

What has been particularly special for me, is 
seeing the boys each day and celebrating 
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Wellesley Insights Evening for the year, where 
we continued to discuss the integration and 
challenges we face in the digital environment. 

Last year I told a story about my middle child, 
Siena. After moving to a new house in August 
of 2018, we negotiated with our landlord to 
retain some services to the property.  Siena 
was staring blankly at the kitchen bench one 
day with a particularly quizzical look. After a 
few minutes I questioned her on what she was 
staring at, as clearly, she was having trouble in 
deciphering what the object was. After a few 
seconds, she pointed to the bench and said, 
ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘΚέ I asked her what she was 
pointing at, as everything I saw there were 
things that I thought she knew about. She 
looked at me quizzically again and repeated 
her statement, emphasising the pointing 
gesture by putting her finger closer to the 
object.  

I must confess that I must be a negligent father 
as the object she pointed to, was a cordless 
phone. I told her to pick it up and she did with 
confidence, now stating she thought it to be a 
phone, and started pushing buttons. As 
nothing happened, she stated clearly that it 
was broken, replaced it and walked away. 

This short story shows the fast-changing digital 
world that our children are growing up in.  I 
remember buying my parents their first 
cordless phone in the 90s. They still have that 
phone, sturdily held together with pieces of 
tape, sporting broken antenna that now are 

not needed on later models. I question 
sometimes whether it is us who will not change 
with the times and place our anxieties around 
change on our kids.  LǘΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ L ŀƳ 
cognisant of each day. 

It is also really exciting to see some of the 
innovations, problem solving and ideas that 
are emerging around us each day. I for one, am 
keen to play with new technologies and see 
how they can be used to make things more 
efficient, effective and engaging for our boys. 
Not a fad or implement for the sake of it, but 
to make real break throughs in enhancing the 
development of the boys. We will continue this 
journey and look forward to the new Digital 
Technologies Curriculum in 2020. 

Alongside technology, we must consider the 
explicit teaching of wellbeing and the human 
element of life. People will always need to have 
ǘƛƳŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ΨŎƘƻƻǎŜΩ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ 
to the Internet or a device. This is where our 
programmes on wellness become even more 



 

 

important. The development of a child who 
understands and is connected to people, 
places and issues that relate to the local, 
national and international community remain 
in our minds.  It is important that boys are 
connected to what is happening in the world 
ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ 
problems. 

Next term we will continue our focus on 
Wellbeing and Resilience.  As part of this, we 
have invited Kathryn Berkett to present at our 
next Wellesley Insights Evening.  Kathryn is 
based in Upper Hutt and has a MastersΩ in 
Educational Psychology with a special interest 
in the neuroscience of building resilience. She 
is an engaging speaker and will match her 
content with what we are already doing in the 
Wellbeing and Resilience programme at 
Wellesley. This is particularly relevant given 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǘǊŀƎŜŘȅ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘŎhurch 
and links in well to our value of Respect and 
Empathy.  
 

Early in the term, we will also launch the 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ new website. Sports results, access to 

news stories, images of boys at work and play 
will all be available. You will also be able to pay 
feels online, access events and all other 
relevant parent resources. We invite parents 
to have a look around and discover the 
beautiful photography, which tells the 
"Wellesley Story". New content will be 
regularly updated, there may be things which 
need to be amended or improved as we go, so 
please do let us know!  

I am excited about Term 2 and look forward to 
seeing you all again soon. Have a wonderful 
Easter and a restful break. 

Nga mihi nui, Brendan 

Wellesley Insights Evening;  into 

wellbeing and resilience:  giving boys a solid 
foundation - Thursday 6 June, from 7-8:30pm. 
 
Promoting wellbeing and resilience is an 
important focus at Wellesley. With increasing 
involvement in extra-curricular activities, 
higher performance expectations and less 
down-time away from technology, children 
face greater levels of stress early on which can 
negatively affect their wellbeing and their 
capacity for resilience.  
 
Latest Mental Health Foundation statistics 
show that one in five young Kiwis will be 
affected by depression or anxiety by the age of 
19.  Findings have highlighted the benefits 
associated with higher levels of wellbeing:  


